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Asst. district attorney barred from serving in Graves retrial
CALDWELL - An assistant district attorney who worked on the capital murder case of a Brenham man has been barred from serving as a prosecutor in a retrial.

Joan E. Scroggins, an assistant district attorney in Burleson County, has been recused by District Judge Reba Towslee Corbett from being involved in a retrial of Anthony Graves.

Graves was convicted of capital murder in the 1992 slayings of six Somerville residents.

He has been on Death Row since 1994, but a federal appeals court threw out that conviction and ordered that he be given another trial.

The appeals court said prosecutors at the original trial did not disclose information that would have helped his defense.

Attorneys for Graves had argued that keeping Scroggins in the case would impact his ability to receive a fair trial.

Their filings said Scroggins' “egregious behavior violating her ethical obligations as a prosecutor” caused “prejudice to Graves” in the original trial.

But Towslee Corbett said in her order recusing Scroggins from any retrial that she had found no evidence of misconduct.

Graves was implicated by Robert Carter, who was convicted of capital murder in the same slayings.

In his original statements, Carter said Graves participated in the murders, but just before Carter's death sentence was carried out, he said Graves was not involved in the slayings.

The appeals court said it overturned the original conviction and ordered a retrial because prosecutors withheld earlier statements by Carter that Graves was not involved.

Those statements, the court said, should have been presented to jurors and Graves' attorney.

Charles Sebesta, the retired district attorney who successfully prosecuted Carter and Graves, has been adamant that he never considered Carter's statement that he committed the murders credible or material and “simply dismissed it.”



Copyright © 2006 The Brenham Banner-Press
http://www.brenhambanner.com
