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Wednesday, October 3, 2007
Can’t the Chronicle Get a Correction Correct?

On Friday September 28, 2007, after months of hearings and negotiations, Daniel Yeh, pleaded guilty to one count of a 39 count indictment for filing a false claim for lodging a hurricane victim. At the time of sentencing, the U.S. Government will drop 38 counts. 
Later after the Friday hearing, the Houston Chronicle printed the story ‘Hotel owner pleads guilty to scam’ without attending the federal hearing, interviewing anyone at the hearing, or checking the facts. Because of the butchering of the chronology of the facts, this story reads more like a fictional tale rather than the usual non-Pulitzer Prize worthy Houston Chronicle article. The story contained multiple ‘one-liners’ of statements and facts, cut and pasted, then strategically arranged in order to deceive the readers. 

This story gives the impression Robert Bennett, Mr. Yeh’s attorney, was interviewed and issued a statement related to entering a guilty plea. In reality, no sentencing or plea statement was issued, the circumstances as to why Mr. Yeh pleaded guilty were not explained, nor was anyone connected to the plea interviewed. 


The Houston Chronicle neglected to mention, that Mr. Yeh pleaded guilty to one count because, as he stated in court, he was responsible for his prior mistakes. In contrast, the story seems to suggest that Mr. Yeh’s attorney, Mr. Bennett, threw out an excuse to try and justify his client’s behavior contemporaneously to entering a plea of guilty. This is especially damning to Mr. Yeh because the severity of his sentence depends upon the degree of responsibility taken for his past actions. The story fails to mention that all of the statements quoted were from over a year ago and are attributable to the litigated issue of mental competency. Circumstances continuously change in any criminal case and those statements made are not applicable to the current state of the case. The Bennett Law Firm does not appreciate false statements of fact, or distortions, especially when the implication is that Mr. Yeh does not assume responsibility for what he did. 

When Mr. Bennett addressed the misleading inaccuracies of ‘Hotel owner pleads guilty to scam’ to Mr. Richard Stewart, the reporter in charge, he informed Mr. Bennett that he was not aware that the parties in the case were not interviewed or that the issued statement had happened months before. He admitted that Cindy George, the co-author and a Houston Chronicle reporter, had gotten it wrong and misled him, illustrating a picture-perfect depiction of the blind leading the blind.  The scanty retraction printed on October 2, 2007 only addressed that Mr. Bennett’s statements were made before Mr. Yeh entered a guilty plea. The retraction did not mention that the story was written without double-checking facts or that its falsities could adversely affect a Mr. Yeh’s final sentence. 

What happened to the golden rule of newspaper reporting to always confirm the facts before printing an article? It is thoroughly disappointing when a celebrity gossip rag does not confirm facts before publishing an article; but the Houston Chronicle should have a higher standard. The story’s implication that Mr. Yeh is attempting to justify his actions and escape responsibility is entirely false, and yet after two attempts at publishing the truth, the Houston Chronicle still can not make a correction correct.  

Perhaps it is due to the Houston Chronicle’s incapability to attest to truthful writing that they have yet to garner a coveted Pulitzer Prize, a point that outgoing Reader Representative James Campbell made in his final column. He apparently did not know that when the author of this writing disaster, Cindy George, was confronted with what she had done, she first stated that she had tried to contact Mr. Bennett—as if that was justification for her mistakes. When further confronted with the inadequacy of the correction, she disowned any responsibility.  

However, the Houston Chronicle is not entirely vulnerable to criticism; in actuality the newspaper has many strong points. The newspaper always has nice large pictures that accompany articles and the reporter did spell everybody’s name correctly. For more information on the Yeh case—go to http://www.bennettlawfirm.com/crime  
For Additional Information Contact:

Bob Bennett

The Bennett Law Firm

713-225-6000

